
Language/Community Word

Anishinaabemowin Niiz manidoowag

Chichasaw Hoobuk

Cheyenne He’eman (women/man)

Chumash agi’,axi

Cree
Iskwêw ka napêwayat (a man

dressed/living as a woman)

Gender diversity and equality are important components of many First

Nations cultures, though they are understood in different ways across

nations and communities. The traditional roles of gender-diverse and

Two-Spirit people have also been significantly impacted by colonization

and other social, political, and cultural forces.

Because different First Nations communities have their own terms for

people with Two-Spirit identity - with over 150 documented words  -

NWAC has compiled a short list of some of the more commonly used

terms below.
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Two-Spirit Identity in First Nations

Communities



Language/Community Word

Cree
Aayahkew ( roughly translates to

“neither man nor women”)

Crow Bote, Bade

Cree
Înahpîkasoht (a woman dressed/living

as a man)

Dakota Winkte (halfman-halfwoman)

Dakota/Lakota Wintike (double woman)

Dinéh Nàdleehé
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Hidatsa Biatti or Miati (woman-compelled)

Lakota
Winkte, Wi’kta, Wingkte’ (would be

woman)

Miwok Osha’pu (women)



Language/Community Word

Mohawk
Onón:wat (translates into “I have the

patter of two spirits inside my body”)

Navajo

Nadle/Nadleeh (roughly translates to

weaver transformed; that which

changes; or he who transforms)

Ojibwe Agookwe (hidden woman)
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Ojibwe Ogokwe (warrior man)

Ojibwe Okitcitakwe (warrior woman)

Osage Mixu’ha (instructed by the moon)

Tewa Kwido (old woman/old man)

Zuni Katsotse (girl-boy)
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