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‘of all Canadian women

du bureau des femmes, relevant du

ministére canadien du Travail, lors de

sa conférence annuelle en 1974.
The Calgary Herald
27 ao(t 1974

NWAC is recognized by the director of
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department of labor, at their annual

conference in 1974.
The Calgary Herald
August 27, 1974

THUNDER BAY (TP} —
Sylva Gelber, director of the
women's bireas of the Cana-
dlan department of labes told
a conference Friday of ihe
pative women's associatlon of
Caspda that native women
havn won the meral suppoct

shgee with other Canadign
women Lhe commen bond ol
being deprived of a part in
Canada’s ceopomie, sociol
andl cultural life.

Mizz Oelber, of Olawa,
told obout 100 people at the
anneal  pathering Usat the
codepence thome — Mour
place In Society” = coald
well be the tiema {or many

woInen's sesoclalians.
“It i good to know Lhat al

‘Tong lasl, steps are beginning

to be taken due ln mo smaill
X T
the mative peo s
ey 1 1a tglerate the sia-
tus guo.'" .

Native le also were de-
termined pﬁ:premovo the ob-
stacles that have affected
their lives adversely.

“The failure of contempo-
rary society to implement the

principle of true equality, re-

gardless of sex, would never-
theless have seemed strange
to some native people in
times not too far distant.”

e PO hen: oo T

weror more independent in
North America fore the
coming of the white man.

Ome picce of evidence cited
for this contention was the
number of women's Signa-
tures affixed to deeds of land
transfer between the Iroquois
and colonial governments.
NEED LEGAL ADVICE

Ram_Sampat-Mchta of Ot-
tawa, a legal adviser to the
Federal Department of Jus-
tice, outlined to thc confer-
ence the department’s plans
for a law information pro-
gram aimed at native people.

He said the special effort
was needed for native people
because native people account
for a disproportionately high
percentage of the prison and
iail population.

Mr. Sampat-Mehta sald In-
dian offenders accounted for
five lo seven per cent of the
federal n population in

the Maritime provinces, and
between 50 to g‘ﬂ per cent in Some delegates, however,

A pilot program for the in- ticularly the press, were rac-
formation scheme has been jgi,
launched in New Brunswick. Agnes Dick of Port Alberni,
The aim is to reduce the na- g ¢” 5 community aid worker
ve. ppigon population and ang’ member of the B.C.
¢ understanding gormem akers’ Assoeiation,
of the legal system. read a statement on behalf of

The areas for special atien-
tion would inelude civil th® Hesquiat Band Council of

rights, aboriginal rights on Port Alberni:
bunting and fishing, law en- “'We cannot understand the
forcement agencics, and court Purpose behind the news
procedures. media d.l'ﬂ“'lﬂﬁ attention to
" Mr. Eamg'l.pam!ahtulstmss?d peoples’ ethnle origin when a
e need for bilateral consult- erimin L
ation belween the justice de- H?-[[' :lu:hﬂ ﬁfwﬂ::nunm
pi%rr.menl. and the native peo- i the media, we would insist
pie. that all non-Indians be re-
CRITICIZE NEWS MEDIA  {erred to by ethnic origin, i.e.
Several women atb the con- Irish, English, Chinese, Ger-
ferepce criticized newspapers man, ete.
for discriminating against “We, like anyone, enjoy
native people in reporting of publicity for our achieve-
memts but feel we, unlike

minor legal offences.
The delegates argued thal yhoce of gther backgrounds

when Indians were involved have been more d
they were always Ildentified = open an
as such, but other racial POMest with our problems."”

groups were not so identified.

Miss Gelber sald the native
women should use the media
as a valuable topol in publicjz-
ing incldents of exploitation.



Portrait militaire de Bertha ClarkJones, 18ans,
premiere président de I'AFAC

Military portrait of 18-year-old Bertha Clark
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Native women unaware of their rights

Nalive women Jiving in iso-
lated communities lack
knowledge of their rights,
belp with child care, and rec-
reation, the president of the
Voice of Alberta Nalive
Women sociely said here
Monday.

Many Indian women who
take care of pgrandehildren
whose parents have leftl them
aren'lL aware thal they can
receive [financial help [rom
the government. Bertha Clark
told a group altending the de-
partment of health and sorial
develars-*
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children will be laken away,
she said.

In Fort McMurray, where
Mrs. Clark lives, the pressure
caused by overcrowded hous-
ing has resulted in many
marriage break-ups among
both Indians and whites, she
said. Children who are left
parentless are taken out ot
their familiar surroundings
and sent to institutions in Cal-
gary, Edmonton or Lac La
Biche because there are no
facilities for them in Fort

munities, and thal native pco-
ple must organize them them-
selves.

A native mother in such a
community has no help with
child care and few opportuni-
ties for recreation she said.
“There is absolutely no activ-
ity of any kind outside the
home for the nalive mother,"
she said.,

The Voice of Alberla Native
Women society has sct up a
program whereby 45 native

women will be trained by the
‘-—icsant af haslth and go-

Women in the communities
will also be lrained so they
can Lake in children for short
stays, when a mother must
be hospitalized for example.

When the 600-member Voice
of Alberta Native Women so-
ciety was formed in 1968,
some native men were afraid
the women planned to take
over positions as chiefs and
band council members, Mrs.
Clark said.

However, she said, the so-
ciety was formed lo provide
betler communication for

© clctiia awmd WMaMe

sont confrontées les femmes autochtones a travers le Canada.
The Calgary Herald
4 mars 1975

f UWN®TPALW i
Indigenous women across Canada.

The Calgary Herald
March 4, 1975

way of life" for natives. The
members feel they can help
native men by working with
education, juvenile delin-
quency, alcoholism, and teach-
ing young natives about life
off the reserves.

Mrs. Clark, a mother of
seven children, has been
president of the society for
gix terms, She is also presi-
dent of the Native Women's
Association of Canada, a
member of the Northern De-
velopment Council, and of the
advisory committee for the
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Native women

being heard

SASKATOON (CP) — The

voice of women Is starting Lo be

heard and heeded. ‘Margaret

mm?sﬂf":hﬂﬁmunwﬁr' ¥.T. En septembre 1976, la présidente Margaret Thompson

ﬁmﬂfwmfu’“' on uf 1:11::?3 :"Tﬁnnﬁ int(_?r\{,ient__devant”les délégugsﬂde t0u~t I? pays lors deNIa,

the association’s annual confer- HYUni | JUADJWcUUzs Jaadwr gwak [ 910
EIE;I iEHT%ﬁE;D delegates The Leader Post

from across the country are tak- 25septembre 1976

ing part in the conlerence. Dis-

::-E:iﬁﬁ:ﬂ;?r:ﬁdﬁn f“m'ﬂ In September 1976, President Margaret Thompson

Srchleina aong fative people CTT I IO T W ¥aUNeqdt Wnl Y& wWwe#HI Y
in the areas of health, education, annual conference. ’
employment. justice and social The Leader Post

development.

Ms. Thomson, sald women September 25, 1976

still have a long way to go to

organize into effective groups. TN ative Womens
“The women have come to the @ ooy

stage of maturity provincially

and are looking at the natlonal

scene,” she sald. adding that the

conference has produced *“good

healthy erticism **

- L'Associa tion des

femmes
“"dc d



Image de la Marche pour les
droits des femmes
iIndiennes.

Image from the Indian
i YOOkt WARDG

Library and Archives
Canada/Bibliotheque et
Archives Canada

1979



REGAINING INDIAN STATUS:
A DECADE OF STRUGGLE

1971 In June, Jeannette Corblére Lavell,
an OJlbway woman from Manlitoulin
Island who had married o white man,
loses her court battle to have her status
as an Indlan reinstated. In October,
however. Mrs. Lavell successfully ap-
peals her case In federal courl. The
court rules that an Indian womnn cannot
be deprived of her rights as an Indian

\

lnnoﬂ leoll.‘;n Ojlbway woman,
first tests the Indlan Act In 1871

simply because she marries a while
man.

Jean Chrétien, minister of Indlan
affairs, announces that his department
will help any Indian group wishing to
appeal the federal court decision. and
the Association of It *juocls and Allied
Indians In Ontario calls for an appeal to
the Supreme Court of Canada: Richard
Isaac, the chief of the Six Nations,
states that with the Lavell ruling “the
reserves will eventually be dissolved.”

1973 Croups representing 325.000
treaty Indlans plan to join the federal
government ot the Supreme Court In
April to defend the validity of the Indian
Act. Harold Cardinal, leader of the
Indian Association of Alberta, says that
unless the federal court decision of 1071
is overturned, "It could desiroy any
chance of our survival in this country
as a distinct culturnl unit,”

In February, hundreds of Indians
begin pouring Into Ottawa for the
Supreme Court hearing scheduled for
April 12. At the hearing, Mrs, Lovell's
lawyer, Clayton Ruby, argues that the

Indian Act Is a case of "discrimination
by reason of sex," but the court rules
that that is not sufficient reason to

Harold Cardinal wants to exclude
Indian women who married white men

declare the Act Invalid.

There [ollows a storm of protest: the
National Advisory Council on the Status
of Women wires Prlme MIinisler
Trudeau, “demanding Immediate inter-
vontion.” and John Dicfenbaker calls
the ruling “unjust" and “retrograde.”
saying that women In Canada are now
second-class cluzens. Trudeau defends
the Supreme Court ruling. saying that
to inlervone “would be telling the
Indians how to run their affnirs.”

1975 The National Committee on Indlan
Rights for Indlan Womeon, established
In Ottawa, defines “Indlan woman™ to
mean any woman of North American

\ A
A/ Ye
Joony Margotts and Monlca Turner
form Indian Rights for Indian Wamon

Indian ancestry. regardless of marriage.
In Mexlico, ot the United Nations World
Conference for Internstional Women's
Year, Mary Two-Axe Earley~a Canadlan
Mohawk from the Caughnawayga reserve
near Montreal who had lost her status
by marrying a white man— publicizes
her situation.

1976 In Ottawa there sre signs that the
fedoral attitude is swinging against the
Indion Act. In May. Margare! Thomson,
president of the Natlve Women's As-
soclation of Canade, tells a Commons
standlog committee on Indlan affairs
that “federal legislation that prohibits
on Indien woman from relaining her

Mary Two-Axe Earloy hoars Hugh
Foaulkner promise equality

Indian status upon marriago 1o a non-
Indlan should be abolished.” And Justice
Minister Ron Basford warns Indian
leaders that the federal government will
not tolerate “for too long™ discrimination
sgainst Indlan women.

1978 A 92-poge study dellvered in April
by the Federal Advisory Councll on the
Status of Women says that Indian
women have become pawns in a polit-
ical battle between the federal govern-
ment and the all-male National Indian
Brotherhood executive. In June, shortly
after Sandra Lovelace's appeal to the
United Nattons Committeo on Human
Rights (sce story). Indlan Affairs Min-
Istor Hugh Faulkner says he will ask
Parliament to eliminate discrimination
against women from the Indlan Act.

In November a working paper on
reform of the Indian Act urges that
women who marry non-Indians should
not lose thelr Indian status.

Sandra Lovelace |
to the UN Human

1979 Joe Clark
tells a group of -
Quebec that
grace” and wll
the Conser
throne spee
Introduced

by some !

Epp. mink
ameondme

1980 Th
tinue to
In July |
Munro sz
500 Ind/
would o
conlrovg
Howeve(
which b
the righ
women.
Indian
dent ol
Assocla
50% of
the colc

Jake Epp, Conse:
minister, promis

Au milieu desannées1970,G k | kK Bt q
imposée comme un acteur de poids dans

la lutte contre les discriminations fondées
sur lesexedans laloi sur lesIndiens.

The Windsor Star
28 novembre 1980

In the mid 1970's NWAC emerged as a
strong voice against the gender
discrimination in the Indian Act

The Windsor Star
November 28, 1980



Jeannette Corbiere Lavell (28) avec
son fils. Elle a obtenu la décision
contre la Loi sur les Indiens, qui
stipule qu'une femme qui épose un
non-Indien perd son statut au sein de
sa bande.

Jeannette Corbiere Lavell (28) with her
son. She won the decision against the
Indian Act which says a woman
marrying a non-Indian loses her status
with her band.

Dick Loek/Toronto Star via Getty
Images.




En 1980, la présidente Marlene
Pierre-:Aggamaya appelé les
organisations autochtones a
aborder les problemes rencontrés
par les femmes autochtones.

The Leader Post
25 juin 1980

In 1980, President Marlene Pierre
Aggamaycalled on Indigenous
organizations to address the
problems faced by Indigenous
women.

The Leader Post
June 25, 1980

Official
vwomen

WINNIPEG (CP) — Indiun organizn
tions across Canada are wnoring the
plght of native women, the presudent of
the Native Women's Association of Can-

ada sand.

Marlene Plerre-Ageamay told a na-
live economic development conlerence
thot the credibility of such organzations
waus being harmed because of thewr fal-
ure to address native women's prob-

lems

“Don’t be surprised.’ she warned. “If
you find yoursell in a courtrvom in a
couple of years being sued by native

women for abrogation of their rghts ™

“Walk a few blocks up Main Street
here i Winnipeg. You'll see the ternble
conditions some Indian women live un-
der. Most of them support the family
alone...Who has protected their inter-
ests?™

Prerre-Aggamay  wias  speaking 1o
about 250 delegates to the Kanata Insti-
tute’s conference for Indian, Inumt and
Metis people. and members of the busi-
ness and public economie seclors.

In a paper distributed 1o conference
delegates, the nutive leader sard Indum
and non-Indian men are himitmg the in-
volvement of Indsan women i society

says native

being

“All too often the Native Women's As-
sociation has to spend its energies justi-
fying the involvement of native women
rather than becoming involved in the fu-
lure directions of our communities and
the development of our sueieties, cul-
tures and political structures.”” she saud.

Picrre-Aggamay  criticized  Indian
leaders for ignoring the potential of na-
live women.

“It’s hard to stand by and be left out
of a system bmr:s proposed by your own
people.” she sad.

Meanwhile, the president of the Fed-
eration of Saskatchewan Indumns sind
natives are gethng fed up with the con-
trol paliticians. burcaverits and big
business have on their lives.

Sol Sonderson said natives have no
choice but to enter the political arena to
solve their problems, He sand Indin
leaders in Saskatchewan adopted that
strategy because they were sickened by
having no control over everything from
spirstual life to their economy.

Sanderson said he dudn't blame his
people for chronie problems such as
poor health, lugh sweide rales and al-
coholism.

“Many of the non-Indians who are
here in Canada pow arrived hiere be-
cause they lost control in their own com-

ignored

He sad he would hike to see the Indian
community turned around to the way it
uscd to be.

“We used to be the producers,” he
sald. “We intend to get very active in
controlling that trade again.™

He described several instances in
which Saskatchewan natives estabhsh-
ed their own programs and institutions
and won back control of land to which
they never surrendered title

The federation has established three
higher learming Institutions including
the Saskatchewan Federated College on
the campus of the University of Hegina,
which have made for 8 dramatic m-
crease in the number of nutive gradn-
ates in the province. The federation 1s
aboul to launch a native child care pro-

gram.

—
Native Women's
W Association of Canada
" L'Association des
femmes autochtones
du Canada
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Regina, Saskatchewan

The official opening ceremony of the
7t Annual Convention of the Native
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Indians advised to do
homework on legislation

KINGSTON, Ont. (CP) —
Unless Canada's Indian
groups begin doing some se-
rious homework they will be
confronted with many un-
pleasant surprises contained
in legislation that the federal
government plans o intro-
duce this fall. says a former
legal adviser to the Union of
Ontario Indians.
~ Speaking to a conference on
the rights of native women,
Dun Russell said the proposed
bill. now being drafted, will
fundamentally redeline na-
tive ‘property rights and will
alter the powers of Indian
band councils.

The conference is being
held at the Prison for Women
where 30 of the 80 women be-
long to the Native Sisterhood
In Prison. The sisterhood. a
seif~help group, managed to
have the meeting held in the
prison.

“The native sisterhood was
unable to go to the mountain
so the mountain has come (o
them." says prison warden
George Caron.

2 emeanil dadd dalacmenl an ol lan

conference that despite the
potential impact, native lobby
groups across Canada have
failed to do their homework
on the legislation.

He said individual band
councils lack the resources to
investigate the proposed legis-
lation and that he is appalled
by the lack of resecarch being
done by groups representing
Indians both on federal and
provincial levels.

One of the delegates’ con-
cerns is that the Indian Act
diseriminates against Indian
women. Under the acl, a na-
tive woman who marries a
non-Indian loses her Indian
status but an Indian man who
marries a white woman re-
tams his Indian status.

Cathy Nicols, from Curve
Lake Reserve near Peterbor-
ough. said she lost her Indian
status when she was 14 years
old because she married a
white man. She lost the right
to vote or to own land on the
reserve and forfeited access
to benefits that the govern-
ment extends only to native

noananla

“If 1 go home, | can lease
land, but 1 can never buy it,"
Nicols said. 1 think that it
should be a right that we keep
our status (after marriage to
non-Indians) whether we are
male or female."

Rita Cadieux, deputy chiefl
commissioner of the Canadian
Human Rights Commisslon.
said that once Canada has an
entrenched charter of nghts
in a new constitution it will
be impaossible™ for the govern-
ment not to change the dis-
criminatory sections of the In-
dian Act.

However, Agnes Mills, ex-
ecutive dirvector of the Native
Women's Association of Cana-
da. said **if the constitution is
brought home the way il is.
we still don’t have guarantees
as native women that our
rights will be protected.

“We want to see aboriginal
rights entrenched in the con-
stitution for all native people
regardless of where they live
— on the reserve or off the re-

corvn '

AgnesMills, directrice génerale de
GkK [ 94AWRYUqlJt qllWd 1
constitutionnelles pour ne pas avoir
protége les droits des femmes
autochtones.

The Leader Post
23 septembrel981

Agnes Mills, Executive Director of
NWAC, challenges constitutional
changes for not protecting the rights of
Indigenous women.

The Leader Post
September 23, 1981



En 1981, les anciennes présidentes de - o
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reconnaissance de leur contribution g
exceptionnelle au mouvement des
femmes autochtones.
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cqR21IJWs YOGIJUKt WG Y2

(I-r) Marlene PierreAggamaway, Bertha
Clark Jones, Edith McLeod, Margaret
Thomson, Donna Phillips
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The Phoenix

9 septembre 1982

In 1982, Marlyn Kane called out the federal
government for the lack of progress towards gaining
status.

The Phoenix

September 9, 1982

Indian leader disputes
En 1982 MarlynKane a interpellé le gouvernement equality proposals

OTTAWA (CP) — While Indian
women fight for equality with Indi-
an men, the Canadian government
can continue its policy of discrimi-
nation apainst both groups, the
head of the Assembly of First Na-
tions told a Commons subcommit-
tee Wednesday.

The government's is using “di-
versionary' tactics by its sudden
rush to cut sections of the Indian
Act under which women lose their
status as Indians when they marry
non-Indians, said David Ahenakew,
head of the association represent-
ing Canada’s 300,000 status Indians.

At best, he said his organizalion
won't oppose native and non-native
women's groups that support gov-
ernment plans to cut the offending
clauses from the act.

But the fight for equality can't be
separated from whole problem of
discrimination perpetuated by the
“racist” Indian Act, Ahenakew told
the opening day of hearings on the
discrimination issue.

Several native leaders fear the
amotinnallv-rharagad and Aiviciva

conference to define aboriginal
rights.

Marlyn Kane, representing the
Native Women's Association of
Canada and a non-voting subcom-
mittee member, was clearly upset
at Ahenakew's lukewarm support
of their fight to remove the clauses.

While agreeing that Indian self-
government would improve the lot
of all Indians, she asked how long
Indian women must wait. .

“Is it fair for me to watch while
other non-Indians are gaining sta-
tus (by marrying Indian men)?"
she asked.

The Liberal-dominated subcom-
mittee had a rocky start to its open-
ing deliberations Wednesday, when
it received a stern rebuke from In-
dian Affairs Minister John Munro.

Munro accused the Indian affairs
commitiee of making a ‘‘total
mockery” of their parliamenta
mandate by imposing a Sept. 201
deadline on its subcommitiee's
study of the issue.

Once it is agreed o remove them,
the committee will begin the more
eomnley capnmnd mat of 1t e ne ot o
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participent a une marche devant
le Parlement contre
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Autochtones.

Members of NWAC attend a
march on Parliament against an
Aboriginal Rights Amendment.

1982




Native women take h:
on marriage status qu

OTTAWA' (CP) — Non-native
women married to Indians should
be stripped of their Indian status as
part of radical changes to the Indi-
an Act proposed Thursday by the
Native Women's Association of
Canada.

“Why there are people out there
who want to become instant Indians
is beyond our comprehension,” as-
sociation president Jane Gottfried-
son told a Commons subcommittee
studying sex discrimination under
the federal act.

Non-Indians should never again
be allowed to gain Indian status ei-
ther by marryiné an Indian or
through adoption, Gottfriedson said
on behalf of (he association, which
represents Indian, Inuit and Metis
women.

The association's militant stance
goes far beyond the subcommitiee’s
desire to remove a section of the act
that now causes women to lose their
Indian status when they marry a
non-Indian

and also gain it for their wives and
children — long a sore point among
native women.

All parties on the subcommittee
have indicated a desire to allow In-
dian women who marry non-Indi-
ans to keep their status. But they

have not mentioned the possibility’

of denying status to non-native
women who marry Indian men.

The association wants all non-In-
dians removed from the federal list
of persons eligible for benefits un-
der the Indian Act. And non-native
women who separate from their In-
dian husbands should have to leave
their réserves.

While the Canadian Human
Rights Commission has long sup-
ported the Indian women's fight for
equality under the act, any attempt
to strip non-Indians of their status
will likely be opposed by the com-
mission.

Federal human rights commis-
sioner Gordon Fairweather tesli-
fied Thursdav that he was shocked

.....

tus {o

JaneGottfriedson demande au
NYe21JI UJualJUaq Wn ij
la question de la discrimination
sexuelle dans la loi sur les |
Indiens.

The Phoenix
10septembrel 982

JaneGottfriedsoncalls on the
federal government to address se
discrimination in théndian Act.

The Phoenix
September 10, 1982



Native Women's Association of Canada, 255 Argyle St., Ottawa Ont. K2P 1B8

236-6057

Message from the

Although Native women
came away from the First
Minister's Conference on
Aboriginal Rights with a less
than explicit statement on
equality, the principle has
been recognized and affirmed.
The hard work and dedication
has finally paid off and all of
us should take pride in this
achievement, no matter how
minor it may seem.

But our task is far from complete.
During the "‘on-going'’ constitutional
process many important issues affect-
ing our families and communities will
have to be worked out. Family and
customary law, mobility rights, lang-
uage and cultural rights, aboriginal title
and land base—these are just some of
the issues that are tied up in the con-
stitutional debate and that affect us

President

Jane Gottfriedson in her address to First Minister's Conference
highlights political and social divisions created by the Indian Act.

women take part in these discussions.
I urge each and every one of you to
lobby your Chief, your Member of
Parliamen 0 Premier {0 qy |

men and women have a moral duty to
generations yet unborn to ensure that
life as an aborlgmal person is not only

Publication dans le bulletin

Il Kk RUnYIl Gc¢cqRYULWI
OYaqWl kYa21Jl gqal 1J
présidente JaneGottfriedson a
propos de la conférence des
premiers ministres sur les

droits des autochtones.

Vol 1, No. 8

Printemps 1983

Opening message in NWAC's
Newsletter from President Jane
Gottfriedson on the First
Minister's Conference on
Aboriginal Rights.

Vol. 1, No. 8

Spring 1983




Wording of accord correct,
according to poll of provinces

OTTAWA (CP) - - A federal poll of the
provinces shows they all agree the con-
stitutional accord signed last week con-
tains the correct wording of a clause
guaranteeing equal rights for native
women and men. Justice Mimster Mark
MacGuigan said in the Commons Mon-
day.

And he added that at least five of the
provinces are agamst changing the
wording of the clause to satisfy the con-
cerns of some native groups.

But the storm over the wording. part
of a broader constitutional accord
signed last Wednesday, continued una-
bated.

Progressive Conservative MP Frank
Oberle said in the Commons Monday
that MacGuigan ‘deliberately
deceived” native groups by altering the
wording in the final accord alter it had
been agreed to at a closed meeting of
federal. provincial, native and {erritori-
al leaders

And women's groups across the coun-
try are bemng urged (o mount a lobby to
force the federal and provincial govern-
ments back to the table to rewrite the
clause

“There has emerged genuine concern
that the wording of last week’'s accord
does not guarantee rights lo native
women.” Ontario Status of Women
Council chairman Sally Barnes said in a
statement drafted Sunday.

The president of the Native Women's
Association of Canada said Monday she
believes federal officials substituted
their own. more limiting. version of the
equality clause after an earlier version
was agreed to al a closed meeting.

“I'm really upset.” Jane Gottfried-
son. president of the association of Indi-
Jn. Inut and Metis women, said. I
can’t understand how they could do
something like that.”

The clause was discussed at (wo
closed meetings chaired by MacGuigan.
last Tuesday night and Wednesday af-
ternoon. Several sources at the meel-
ings said there was ample room for con-
fusion. the atmosphere was highly
charged and, especially Wednesday.,

time was very limited.

The closed meetings hammered oul
the details of an overall accord that was
then signed Wednesday by Prime Minis-
ter Trudeau, all provincial premiers but
Quebec and native and territorial lead-
ers

The accord also requires four more
vears of talks on aboriginal rights, ensh-
rines land claims and commits govern-
ments to consult natives before their
rights can be changed in the Constitu-
tion

MacGuigan suggested outside Lhe
Commons the confusion of some native
groups over the equality wording **‘may
be a way of arguing their case.”

The provinces were asked Friday if
they agreed the wording was correct
and if they would change the accord to
meel native concerns.

All provinces said il is correct and
only one or two favored making a
change now, he said.

MacGuigan said the federal govern-
ment now is lovking to see if “*a change
of a lesser magnitude™ might be accept-
able. although that could be discussed at
future constitutional negotiations,

The Inuit Committee on National Is-
sues and the Native Council of Canada.
both signatories to the accord, have sent
messages 1o Trudeau and provincial
premiers expressing concern over the
final wording of the equality clause.

Neither group has commented public-
ly. saying they are afraid the dispute
could jeopardize the hard-won accord
and its chances of being ratified by Par-
liament and provincial legislatures,

The clause in the signed accord says

“Notwithstanding any other provision
of this Act. the aboriginal and treaty
rights referred to in Subsection (11 are
guaranteed equally to male and female
persons,”™

The native council and Gottfriedson
say the clause that all parties agreed to
al the tlosed meetings was:

“Notwithstanding anything in this
part, the rights of the aboriginal peoples
of Canada are guaranteed equally to
male and female persons.™
They are coneerned because the
claus® in the accord ties the rights to an-
other.subsection of the Constitution that
affirms “existing aboriginal and treaty
rights.”

Metis and non-status Indians fear it
may be interpreted that they have few
“existing™ rights since they have no
treaties and aren't eligible to live on
reserves or to receive federal benefits.

Existing legislation such as the Indian
Act already discriminates against Indi-
an, women, rendering the accord “‘use-
less,” Oberle, MP for the B.C. riding of
Prince George-Peace River, said in the
Commons.

Federal Secretary of State Serge Joy-
al said last week the accord offers
**more comprehensive protection™ since
it includes references to treaty rights.

James O'Reilly. a Montreal lawyer at
the closed meetings for the Assembly of
First Nations, said Monday the wording
in the accord is more limiting than that
proposed by the native council.

He is unsure himself what version of
the equality clause was approved in the
Wednesday afternoon meeting, he said
n an interview Monday

No poll was taken among the 17 par-
ties in the room before moving away
from the equality issue to other items.
nor was the wording available before
the formal signng at the conference
table about an hour later, he said.

“There was no question there was
room for a lot of misinterpretation,” he
said.

.____--ll.Illl..‘!:_.lll.....l.-_‘

La présidente Jane

Gottfriedson évoque les

amendements
apportés a la version
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constitutionnel, qui ont
supprimeé les garanties
relatives aux droits des

femmes autochtones.
The Leader Post
22 mars 1983

President Jane

Gottfriedsonspeaks out

about amendments

made to the final version

of the constitutional
accord that removed

guarantees for the rights

of Indigenous women.
The Leader Post
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Native Women's Association of Canada

A CONFERENCE ON ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE
Maq)echllocusonvwconoemsofwonm their families and their communities)

Y $25.00
DATE: JlNE'HO.w PLACE.HOUDA J:N TORGJTOABPOHT WF&%W

Affiche de CAFAC pour sa conférence
sur la consommation d’alcool et de
drogues, axee sur les preoccupations
des femmes autochtones, de leurs
familles et de leurs communautés.

7-10juin 1983

NWAC's poster for its

conference concerning alcohol and
drug consumption with a focus on the
concerns of Indigenous women, their

families and their communities.
June 7-10, 1983




Indians and
native women
back reforms

OTTAWA (CP) — The national Indian and na-
live women's associations heve patched together
an alliance to support proposed legislation to
eliminate discriminatory sections of the Indian
Act, but only if members of Parliament agree to
several major changes.

The news conference by the Assembly of First
Nations and the Native Women's Association of
Canada is a rare display of unity in an emotional-
ly charged issue that has ripped through the na-
Liv nity since the legislation was tahled

o= o

\

EUWN®Y NALWGK [ 9m¢m+?!qL
changements majeurs visant a éliminer les
articles discriminatoires de la Loi sur les
Indiens.

Gazetede Montreal
23juin 1984

In 1984, NWAC supported several major
changes that sought to eliminate
discriminatory sections of the Indian Act.

The Montreal Gazette
June 23, 1984



’ The National The
Action Committee |and| Native Women’s
on the Status of Women Association of Canada

invite you to

The Women's
Constitutional

Conference

Protest women’s exclusion from the accord!
Women are 52% of the population!
Let’s make sure we’re part of the solution!

August 24,1992 e Noon - 9 p.m.
Reading Room in Center Block
Parliament Hill

For further information please call:
NAC Ottawa 613-234-7062 + Toronto 416-759-5252 « NWAC Ottawa 613-722-3033

— Donations towards the event are appreciated —

d’action sur le statut |ef| fem
de la femme

vous invitent a

La conféren

constitutionng
des femme

Protestons I’ exclusion des femme

Le Comité canadien LA

Nous sommes 52% de la poy
Soyons présentes a part en

le 24 aoiit 1992 © 12h00 - 2
Salle de lecture @ Edifice du
Colline parlementaire ;995

CCA Ottawa 613-234-7062 « Toronto 416-759-5252 «

Pour de plus amples renseignements, adressez vous

AFAC

Affiche de la Conférence
constitutionnelle des

femmes organisée par le

99 WUlgqWik [ 9L
T'ijjUYUHRIII Wak 1J+H
n1Jo a3t Wl KJywa gk H
constitutionnel.

Poster for the Women's
Constitutional Conference
hosted by NAC and NWAC to
protest women's exclusion '
from the Constitutional

Accord.

_—Les dons envers cet événement sont .



THE NATIONAL ACTION COM/V\lTTEE ON THE STA

a0

THE WOMEN'S CONSTITUTIONAL oY

e e o e e — = R A e e e

AUGUST241992 12PM 9PM - OTTAWA PARLIAM
NWAC OTTAWA T

TO FIND OUT MORE CALL NAC OTTAWA (613) 234-7062 - NAC TORONTO (416) 759-5252 -

Affiche de la Conférence
constitutionnelle des

femmes organisée par le

99 WJIqgqWik [ 9L

TijUYUHDI Wik J+H

n1JG G 13t Wi JWwa gk #H
constitutionnel.

Poster for the Women's
Constitutional Conference
hosted by NAC and NWAC to
protest women's exclusion
from the Constitutional
Accord.

1992




Mary TweAxe Early aux
audiences de la Commission
royale sur lespeuples
autochtones a Montreal.

Mary TweAxe Earley at the
hearings of the Royal
Commission on Aboriginal
Peoples in Montréal.

Audrey Mitchell/Library and
Archives Canada/Bibliotheque
et Archives Canada, R2847
213-2-E, RG33157

May 1993




NWAC

blasts

government

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

When the Indian Affairs de-
partment marked the first anni-
versary of the launch of Gather-
ing Strength on Jan. 7, the Lib-
eral government issued a 12-
page press release reporting

“Over the past year, our pri-
ority has been tobuild the foun-
dation for lasting change,” In-
dian Affairs Minister Jane
Stewart said.

Aboriginal leaders, especially
national leaders in Ottawa, are
worried that some of this “last-
ing change” won't necessarily
be for the better.

Marilyn Buffalo, president of
the Native Women'’s Associa-
tion of Canada, says a lot of the
programs the government
points to so proudly are mostly
about fulfilling its own agenda.

“There's been an accord with
the Métis National Council,
with the Congress of Aboriginal
People and the Assembly of
First Nations,” Buffalo said.
“We have not received any new
money. The Native Women’s
Association has not been ac-
knowledged, nor are they rec-
ognized or given any funding.
Is that punishment for refusing
toaccept the apology? I think so.

I've made every effort over the
last year-and-a-half to put pro-
posals to Canada but they
haven'’t been forthcoming.”

NWAC refused to accept the

govemnment’s apology for sexual
and physical abuse at residential
schools “on behalf of those who
could not speak for themselves.”
Many former students have sup-
ported the stand the association
took at that time and have been
critical of AFN Grand Chief Phil
Fontaine for accepting the apol-
ogy on their X

Not only is the government
playing hardball with the na-
tional women's organization by
not increasing funding or pro-
glramming, Buffalo said, but

uman Resource Development
Canada has taken a “very sig-
nificant” program away from
the organization.

An employment and training
program exclusively for off-re-
serve women was administered
in all areas of the country and
Buffalo says the women will
soon have to look elsewhere for
that help. Off-reserve groups in
various parts of the country are
struggling to get their share of
employment and training fund-
ing. Groups in Manitoba and
Ontario have taken the govern-
ment to court during the last
year to force changes in the way
the programs are funded.

(see Women page 2.)

La présidente Marilyn Buffalo évoque le manque de financement de
GKkYlI N¢cURY ¢ qRYUOW

Windspeaker
Février 1999

President Marilyn Buffalo speaks on a lack of funding for the organization.

Windspeaker
February 1999

Women's organization frozen out

(Continued fron page 1.)

“They need to increase the
funding, not take it away,” she
said. “It would be nice if our
people could have access to re-
sources that have been set aside
for First Nations but, unfortu-
nately, we have a population
now that’s 60 per cent off reserve
and the funding doesn’t reflect
that. It's impossible for a person
that's living away from the com-
munity to access this money and
to top it all off, there’s never
enough for on-reserve people,
anyways.”

Observers say the federal gov-
ermnment is happy to dodge its
fiduciary duty to Aboriginal
people by confining its services
to reserves where there are no
Elrlospects of emlrloyment,

owing people will move off
the reserve and become the re-
sponsibility of the provincial
government. The government
can claim that it has initiated a
number of new programs, Buf-
falo said, but they haven’t
changed their attitude towards

Aboriginal people.

“All they're doing is main-
taining status quo to appease
the minister of finance. There’s
no real spending increase here,”
she said. “It’s just borrowing
from Peter to pay Paul. While
Canada is out bragging at the
international level, the Aborigi-
nal people who hold title to this
territory, particularly Native
women and children, are forced
to line up at the food banks.”

Buffalo slammed Ottawa’s
self government negotiation
process.

“The federal government
continues to apply its extin-
guishment policy and forcing
First Nations to borrow
money,” she said. “They’re in
hock before they even settle their
land claim and part of that is the
extinguishment of tax immunity
status. That's not acceptable. If
you own title to territory why
should you have to go in hock to
the government before you even
start negotiating?”

Women's associations in all

regions of the country are furi-
ous with the government for
failing to make changes to Bill
C-49, The Land Management Act,
which is due to become law
early this year. Buffalo believes
this bill is just another way the

federal government is trying to
limit jts fiduciary obligation by
off-loading that responsibly to
First Nation governments. She
points out that concerns voiced
by women who see no provi-
sions for the protection of wom-

en’s matrimonial assets on a re-
serve in the event of a marriage
breakdown, have not been ad-
dressed by law-makers as the
bill goes through the House of
Commons.

“The 14 First Nations that are
involved in this process have to
negotiate a land code with In-
dian Affairs. They have one year
to do this. The problem I see is
there’s not going to be any uni-
formity. There’s not going to be
any national standards set,” she
said. “It's the same thing they
did with Bill-31 where they gave
the First Nations two years to
come up with membership

codes. They dumped the re-

sponsibility basically on the
First Nations and there was no
enforceability, no means to en-
force the bill.”

An invitation was extended to
the AFN to comment on the an-
niversary of Gathering Strength
but the AFN did not respond.
The Inuit Tapirisat of Canada and
the Congress of Aboriginal Peo-
ple also chose not to respond.
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Introductory statement to NWAC's
report on theCorbiere
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May 2000
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The Native Women's Association of Canada is honoured and pleased
to release the results of its consultation as followup to the Corbiére
decision.

The consultation was held on the territory of the plaintiffs, Sault St.
Marie, Ontario, to honour them for their self-sacrifice and tenacious
efforts, which resulted in this ground-breaking decision. The
consultation was held with the participation of the Congress of
Aboriginal Peoples and the Ontario Metis Aboriginal Association.
Participants came from all across Canada, and included status and
non-status Indian, and Metis peoples.

The consultation was hard work and all the panelists and participants
were up to the task. The result is a list of very practical
recommendations that DIAND can begin to act on immediately, in
order to facilitate elections and referenda taking place after November
20, 2000. The recommendations are included in this report.

The Native Women's Association of Canada strongly recommends
that the government of Canada make strenuous efforts to ensure that
the rights of non-resident band members to participate in the
democratic processes of their bands are honoured and accommodated
without any delay beyond the stipulated deadline, November 20,
2000.

The Native Women's Association of Canada is committed to
continuing its involvement during Phase II, and until the full
implications of the Corbiére decision are realized.

The Native Women's Association of Canada wishes to acknowledge
the invaluable contribution of the panelists, the participants, the staff
of the National Office and everyone else who worked hard to make
the consultation a success.

Respectfully submitted.

Mailing Address: 1292 Wellington Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 3A9
Telephone: (613) 722-3033 o Fax: (613) 722-7687 » Toll Free: 1-800-461-4043
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Mai 2004

NWAC launches Sisters in Spirit
Campaign

Windspeaker

May 2004
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NWAC's 329 Annual
General Assembly

2006

{
im Prentice, Minister of
Aboriginal Affairs and
Northern Development
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Gottfriedson a quatre lauréats

annuels lors de la

33eassemblée générale

annuelle.

Windspeaker

Décember 2007

NWAC hands out the Jane
Gottfriedson Awards to four
recipients at the 33rd Annual
General Assembly.
Windspeaker

December 2007

Native Women'’s
' Association of Canada
A L'Association des
0 femmes autochtones
du Canada
s 1R
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1974-2024
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Novembre 2007

NWAC hosts five more workshops
through their Sisters in Spirit
Campaign.

Windspeaker

November 2007
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NWAC's 3% Annual General Assembly

2011



Michele Audette est elue _
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femmes autochtones du Canada.
Windspeaker

Octobre 2012

Michele Audette is elected as the
new President of the Native
Women's Association of Canada
Windspeaker

October 2012
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October 4, 2013
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President Dawn LaveHHarvard
pictured marching at NWAC's
Annual Sisters in Spirit Vigil.

October 4, 2015



Gwen Brodskyavocate de 'AFAC Shelagh Day
de la Commission des droits de |gpersonne et
le grand chef Stewart Philligoprennent la parole
lors d'une conférence de presse a Vancouver
concernant une enquéte sur les causes
profondes de la violencefaite aux femmes
autochtones au Canada.

Gwen Brodsky, Counsel to NWAC, Shelagh Day
of the Human Rights Committee and Grand
Chief Stewart Phillip address a news
conference in Vancouver regarding an
investigation into the root causes of violence
against Indigenous women in Canada.

January 12, 2015
The Canadian Press/Jonathan Hayward
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Dawn HarvardLavell
(a droit), présidente de
I'AFAC assiste a la
rencontre de
Claudette Dumont-
Smith, directrice
généralede 'AFAC
devantles médias sur
la Colline du
Parlement.

Dawn HarvardLavell

(right), President of
NWAC looks on as
Claudette Dumont-
Smith, Executive
Director of NWAC,
addresses the media
on Parliament Hill.

The Canadian
Press/Sean Kilpatrick
2015

OTTAWA
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Laprésident de IAFAC Dawn Lavell
Harvard (a gauche)lors d'une
rencontre avec laministere de
I'Emploi, MaryAnnMihychuk, pour
discuter du développementdu marché
du travail et de lanécessité
d'augmenter le financement du
programme de la SFCEA.

NWAC President Dawn LavelHarvard
(left) at a meeting with Minister of
Employment MaryAnnMihychuk
discussing the labour market
development and the need to increase
funding for the ASETS program.

2016

Native Women's

) Association of Canada
)

L’Association des
femmes autochtones
du Canada
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NWAC's 43rd Annual General
Assembly

2017
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